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sider the Bills brought in by the Government for the amend-
ment of the laws relating to the care and treatment of the
insane confined in public and private asylums be authorized to
draw up, and submit to her Majesty’s Government, suggestions
for a complete revision of the law of lunacy, and that members
of the Association be invited to transmit to the Committee any
suggestions that may occur to them for the amendment of the
laws relating to the insane."
Moved by Dr. Bucknill, seconded by Dr. Nesbitt,-" That

the present meeting be adjourned to Saturday, the 26th of
March, at four o’clock, in the same place, to receive and con-
sider the report of the Committee appointed."
THE SISTERS OF CHARITY IN FRANCE.-At a time

when the clergy was the only lettered body of the community,
it was no wonder that priests, monks, and nuns should endea-
vour to minister to the wants of the sick. This portion of their
calling has long since become useless, and had even at one
period become seriously injurious. The dregs, however, of this
custom are still fermenting in some countries. In our own,
we have still here and there a few prescribing parsons and
charitable ladies; and, in France, the sisters of some hospitals
are pertinaciously holding by the ancient privilege. We learn
from an excellent report of the Secretary of the Medical Asso-
ciation of the Department of Is&egrave;re, inserted in the Gazette
M&eacute;dicale of Lyons, that the authorities are weak enough to
tolerate the regular dispensing of medicines by the sisters.
Several diplomated pharmaeiens have been ruined by the sys-
tem, and it is to be hoped that ere long this disgraceful state
of things will be done away with.
AN UNPLEASANT PERSONAL ERROR. - The frequency

with which medical men have been victimized lately by rogues
of all kinds, whose ingenuity suggests a thousand devices for
introducing themselves into the waiting-room, which they
rarely leave empty-handed, has inspired, it would seem, at
least one of the most respectable general practitioners in the
metropolis with an excess of suspicion which, we are sorry to
see, has cost him dearly. In the Nisi Prius sittings, before
Mr. Justice Erle, lately, a case was disposed of in which a
Mr. Farrell, formerly connected with the revenue police in
Ireland, and suffering from a disease of the brain, sought to
recover damages for a false imprisonment. When he called
upon Mr. Chilver to consult him, that gentleman, finding
various documents which he produced to be ill-spelt, and dis-
believing the story of his resignation and good-service gratuity,
conceived suspicions as to his character, and gave him in cus-
tody of a policeman, on the charge of being in the house for an
unlawful purpose. The charge was not pressed, so Mr. Farrell
was discharged. In the course of this action for false imprison-
ment, it was proved that these suspicions were entirely un-
founded. There were no witnesses called for the defendant,
and the jury gave a verdict for the plaintiff : damages, .650.
HEALTH OF SAILORS IN FR&Iuml;GATES.-Sir J. Elphin-

stone stated in the House of Commons, on the 25th ult., that
frigates ought not to be sent to tropical climates because they
were unwieldy and unwholesome. How could they be other-
wise than unwholesome while 500 men had to sleep on the
lower deck, which is not more than five feet high ? Very fre-
quently during the monsoons one half of the ship’s company
were sick. The health of the men would be consulted by
sending there small vessels. This point is one of great im-
portance as a matter of naval hygiene, and we should be glad
to have further information on the subject.
SHOWER OF FISH.-Much excitement has been occa-

sioned in the valley of Aberdare by the fact of a complete
shower of fish falling at Mountain Ash on the 25th ult. The
roofs of some houses were covered with them, and several were
living, and are still preserved in life and apparent health in
glass bottles. They were from an inch to three inches in length,
and fell during a very heavy shower of rain and storm of wind.

TRANCE.&mdash;Another case of trance is reported, in addition
- to those which we have lately recorded. A widow named
Aufray, about sixty years of age, of St. Agnan de Cenuire.
{Eure), long seriously ill, became suddenly worse, grew cold
and motionless, and, as it was thought, died. She was laid
out, the coffin ordered, and the church bell tolled. She reco-
vered consciousness just before the funeral was to take place.
A REMEDY FOR THE TAPE-WORM. - M. Reimonencq

states, in L’ Union M&eacute;dicale de la Gironde, that he succeeded in
expelling the taenia solium with the following substances, aftei
the ordinary medicines had been tried in vain: - Pumpkin-
seeds, eleven drachms; castor oil and common honey, of each
one ounce. Free the seeds from the ligneous Delliole. reduce

them to a paste, and add the oil and honey. The whole is to
be taken at once, in a large glass of milk. Two hours after
the administration of this draught, the patient should take one
ounce each of castor oil and honey, in a tumbler of cold water.
The patient must neither eat nor leave his room until after the
expulsion of the worm.
HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING

SATURDAY, FEB. 26TH.-The total deaths registered in the Me.
tropolis, which in the previous week were 1156, rose to 1226
in the week that ended last Saturday. In the ten years 1849-
1858 the average number of deaths in the weeks corresponding
with last week was 1223 ; but as the population has increased,
the average will require to be raised in proportion to that in-
crease, a correction which will make it 1345. The public
health is therefore, at present, so far in a satisfactory state,
that the deaths were less by 119 than the number which the
average rate of mortality for the end of February would have
produced. The mortality from scarlatina (including diphtheria)
exhibits a considerable decrease on the returns of previous
weeks. At the end of January the deaths under this head, in
a week, were 113; at the end of February they were 68. But
those from diphtheria appear to be not less numerous, for out
of the 68 deaths 21 were from this disease, which occurred in
the following sub-districts : one in Brompton, two in Belgrave,
one in St. Margaret (Westminster), one in Regent’s-park, one
in Islington West, one in St. George (Bloomsbury), one in St.
Giles South, one in St. Mary-le-Strand, one in St. Clement
Danes, one in Goswell-street, one in West London North, one
in London City North-east, one in Hackney-road, one in Rapt.
cliff, one in Bow, one in St. Peter (Walworth), one in Peckham,
one in Greenwich East, and two in Lee. There were 11 deaths
from small-pox, 6 of which occurred in the East districts. 64
children died from whooping-cough. Diarrho3a was fatal in
only 6 cases, all of which occurred to children. 7 children and
2 adults died of syphilitic disease; 2 persons from intemper-
ance, besides 3 from delirium tremens. The deaths of 5 non-
agenarians are recorded, the oldest of whom was a man who
died at the age of 95 years.

Last week, the births of 991 boys and 949 girls, in all 1940
children, were registered in London. In the ten corresponding
weeks of the years 1849-58 the average number was 1693.

Obituary.
WILLIAM JAMES BRODERIP, ESQ., F.R.S.

IT is with unfeigned regret that we announce the death of
that distinguished naturalist and charming writer, William
James Broderip, Esq., F.R. S., which took place on the even-
ing of the 27th of February, after a few hours’ illness.

For thirty years Mr. Broderip was known as one of the most
upright and respected of the metropolitan magistrates, and in
the scientific world his position was high. He will be especially
remembered as that early friend and Christ church student who
kindled the flame which burnt so brightly in the bosom of
William Buckland. He it was who first attracted Bnckland’s
attention to geology, and was his companion in his first geo-
logical excursions. Nor did their acquaintance cease with their
Oxford residence; side by side they trod together the thorny
path to distinction, and the last production which emanated
from Broderip’s pen was that graceful tribute to the memory
of his early friend embodied in the review of Buckland’s Bridge-
evater Treatise, which appeared in the February number of
Frase2-’s Magazine.When that was published, the shadow of
the valley of death was even then closing on the writer, and
the hand which dedicated its last labours to this act of friend-
ship was soon to fall powerless for ever!
For many years Mr. Broderip supplied to Fraser’s Magazine

those articles on Natural History which formed so conspicuous
a feature in that periodical. A portion was collected, and
published as "Zoological Recreations." Mr. Broderip’s writ.
ings were not, however, confined to light literature: a large
proportion of the articles on Zoology, Ornithology, Conchology,
&c., in the ’’ Penny Cyclop&aelig;dia" emanated from his pen; and
he published valuable papers on Conchology.

Mr. Broderip’s taste was refined, and his judgment in pic.
tures unimpeachable. Of strict integrity and independence
of character, he was gifted with a retentive and well-stored
memory. On this was grafted keen wit, varied knowledge, and
admirable powers of narration. In truth, he was a delightful

companion, and those who enjoyed the pleasure of his societywill long remember the hours passed with Mr. Broderip.


